Endobiliary endoprosthesis without sphincterotomy for the treatment of biliary leakage.
Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography with biliary drainage is an effective therapeutic tool in the management of bile duct injuries associated with laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Placement of a stent or a nasobiliary drain in the common bile duct, or biliary sphincterotomy, is an effective treatment for bile leaks and obviates the need for otherwise complex biliary tract surgery. Although there are no controlled comparative trials, placement of a 7-, 8.5-, or 10-Fr biliary stent without sphincterotomy may cause the least morbidity and be the most comfortable nonoperative management option. We report a child who presented with a bile leak that occurred after laparoscopic cholecystectomy and was successfully treated with the placement of a biliary stent without sphincterotomy. To our knowledge, this is the second pediatric case of a bile leak successfully treated by endoprosthesis placement without sphincterotomy.